FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARTPRIZE® ANNOUNCES RESTRUCTURED
AWARD FORMAT
Increases Juried Grand Prize to $200,000, doubles number of finalists in
second round voting
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., March. 6, 2014 – ArtPrize, the radically open,
international art competition, today announced it has restructured its public and
juried awards format for 2014, increasing the Juried Grand Prize to $200,000 and
doubling the number of finalists from a “Top 10” to a “Final 20” in the
competitionʼs second round of voting. Rick DeVos, ArtPrize founder and
chairman, made the announcement before an audience of sponsors and
partners. Afterward, Kevin Buist, director of exhibitions at ArtPrize, walked the
audience through the new awards structure.
The sixth edition of the popular art competition is set to take place Sept. 24 – Oct.
12, 2014 in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
During the past five years, the ArtPrize voting structure has evolved to award
winners decided by both public vote and expert jury as a way to explore the
tension between the professional and populist in an epic conversation.
New for 2014, the Grand Prize for the Juried Vote Awards, decided by a panel of
three international art experts, has been increased to $200,000. This increase
makes the Juried Grand Prize equal to the Grand Prize for the Public Vote
Awards. The Grand Prize Public Vote winner will become the artist who earns the
most votes. As in previous years, an artist could potentially win both a public vote
and juried prize.

Also new for 2014, artists will submit their work into one of four categories: 2-D,
3-D, Time Based or Installation. Eight $20,000 category awards will be given out,
four decided by public vote, and four decided by expert jury. In total, $560,000
will be awarded, making this one of the largest art prizes in the world.

“The updates to the awards structure and equal grand prizes have the potential
to change the dynamic of the event by exploring the tension between public and
expert opinion. More than 400,000 people participated in ArtPrize in 2013, not
because we told them that art matters, but because they were part of an
ecosystem where they matter to art,” said Christian Gaines, executive director of
ArtPrize.
At the press conference, ArtPrize released a comprehensive annual report,
available at: artprize.org/annualreport. In front of a standing room-only crowd of
sponsors and partners, Gaines walked through a recap of the 2013 event, noting
record participation, including 49,078 registered voters placing 446,850 total
votes.
“The increasing number of participants in ArtPrize represents an evolving
community that exchanges and interprets information from a variety of sources,”
added Gaines. “This community of artists, professionals and the general public
sets itself apart by helping each other learn, present new challenges and think
critically about creative action and contemporary art.”
In addition to the announcements regarding voting structure and award increase,
ArtPrize also announced key dates and deadlines for the 2014 event, including:
Venue Registration March 10-April 10
Artist Registration April 21-June 5
Connections
April 28-June 19

For more information, visit www.artprize.org
About ArtPrize
ArtPrize is an international art competition, open to any artist and decided by
public vote. It invites artists to try out new ideas on a large and diverse population
of people. It seeks to broaden the critical dialogue around contemporary art by
awarding the worldʼs largest art prize, at $560,000. Registered artists and venues
connect online at www.artprize.org and agree to present the artwork for public
display during the 19 day event. ArtPrize 2013 included 1,524 entries
representing 47 countries and 45 U.S. states and territories, and attracted more
than 400,000 active participants. Since its inception, individuals of all
backgrounds have cast more than 2 million votes for public art.
ArtPrize 2013 was made possible only through the generous support of
organizations that play a crucial role in creating the world's largest, radically open
art competition. The Dick & Betsy DeVos Family Foundation is the Founding
Sponsor of ArtPrize. Premier Leadership Sponsors include Amway, The Richard
and Helen DeVos Foundation, Founders Brewing Company, Kendall College of
Art and Design of Ferris State University, Meijer, PNC Bank and The Rapid.
Consumers Energy, The Daniel and Pamella DeVos Foundation, The Douglas
and Maria DeVos Foundation, Frey Foundation, Haworth, The Iserv Company,
Steelcase Inc., Subaru, Trivalent Group | HP, The VanderWeide Family
Foundation and Wolverine Worldwide participate as ArtPrize 2013's Leadership
Sponsors.
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